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				Sideways Uni-Pivot Arm - Torque Reaction Assists Contact

			

			
					“	 


			

		

		
	

	

	
		[bookmark: news]
		


		
			[bookmark: leadtimes]
			Lead Times

				All SUPATRAC tone-arms are hand crafted, so lead times may vary. It is likely that you will receive your order after several months. We log each order on the schedule when payment is received and try to process orders in chonological order. However, although the order list is a good indicator of waiting time, working in batches of similar arm lengths means that arms may be sent out not strictly in chronological order. We are producing arms faster than ever, and plan to continue accelerating production. We thank you for your patience.
		


		
			Tracking Angle Review
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				Michael Fremer says the SUPATRAC Blackbird is "not 'better for the money', but just startlingly better. Fundamentally better." Read his review and listen to $7,500 of arm and cartridge compared to $83,000 of arm and cartridge. He says "It was like the arm was laughing! I know that's nuts but listening to it was like watching a star athlete make the impossible look easy."
		


		
			Mr Fremer Drops

				[image: ]
				Michael Fremer has uploaded high resolution files so that you can compare the SUPATRAC Blackbird with a far more expensive tone-arm using a Lyra Atlas Lambda SL. Many commenters have expressed a preference for the Blackbird after listening. This is why Michael said "its sonic and mechanical performance are remarkable at any price" and "it demands to be heard before you buy any new tonearm". He reveals which file is which here.
		


		
			On Mr Fremer's K3
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				The indomitable Michael Fremer has uploaded a video of a 12 inch Blackbird on his Oswalds Mill Audio K3 turntable as a preview to his premier review of the Farpoint Blackbird on the Tracking Angle. Listen to five wonderful tracks from his extensive vinyl collection!
		


		
			Roy Gregory Interview
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				Roy Gregory has posted an update on Gy8.eu which includes an interview with the sideways uni-pivot arm's inventor about how the ground-breaking mechanical bearing was born.
		


		
			Blackbird on Helix
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				Döhmann Audio demonstrated the Helix Two Mk3 turntable at the StereoNET Hifi Show in Melbourne with a Blackbird Farpoint. 
		


		
			Audio Video Show Warsaw
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				SUPATRAC exhibited the Farpoint Blackbird to a packed room at the Warsaw hifi show with Moonriver amps and OePhi speakers and cables. 
		


		
			Nirvana Distribution
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				We are excited to announce that SUPATRAC products will now be distributed in Australia and New Zealand by Nirvana Sound. 
		


		
			Blackbird Farpoint Revision
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				SUPATRAC is excited to announce the Blackbird Farpoint, a revision to the Blackbird which improves performance and adaptability. More information is available in the press release.
		


		
			UK Hifi Show Live 2023
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				The SUPATRAC room at UK Hifi Show Live was standing-room only for much of the weekend as crowds thronged in to hear what a modest system can do with a SUPATRAC front-end. We had many notable visitors including Alan Sircom, Mark Döhmann of Döhmann Audio, Kevin Wolff of CH Precision, Russ Andrews and many other dealers, distributors and fellow vinyl-fans.
		


		
			Blackbird at Audio Works, Cheadle, Manchester South
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				Audio Works has a demonstration Blackbird and is hosting an open day on 28th September 2023. If you're in the region, don't miss it! 
		


		
			Gy8 Review
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			Roy Gregory at Gy8 says the SUPATRAC Blackbird is a "musical bargain of monumental proportions". Read his review to find out more.
		


		
			The Ear Review
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			Chris Beeching at The Ear has awarded the SUPATRAC Blackbird five out of five stars, saying "my record playing world will never be the same again". Read his review to find out more.
		


		
			News:
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			As of 14th June 2023 SUPATRAC tone-arms include a lever-lift. Blackbird-owners may request a free replacement bias rig which is compatible with widely-available lever-lift devices, or return their pillars to be converted at a price of £125.
		


		
			News:
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			SUPATRAC's stand at Munich High-End 2023 was crowded throughout the four days of the world's biggest audio show. [image: ] 
		

		
			News:

Michael Fremer of The Tracking Angle devoted half of his day-four coverage  of Munich High End 2023 to discussion of the Blackbird.SUPATRAC will be sending him a Blackbird for review.

			
		

		
			News:

			After auditioning, the Moonriver/Sonner/Pachanko/Oephi room replaced a €12,000 turntable with SUPATRAC's Technics SL-1200 Mk5/Blackbird/Audio Technica AT-33Sa and demonstrated to executives and engineers from the world's biggest turntable and cartridge makers.
			
		

		
			News:
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			It was standing room only as visitors thronged to the SUPATRAC room at the 2023 Bristol Hifi Show. Thanks to all who came to see and hear the Blackbird delivering new levels of dynamics and tracking accuracy via a modest portable system in A/B comparison with another popular tone-arm.
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			SUPATRAC Blackbird

			The Blackbird is a new turntable tone arm with a revolutionary patented* 'Sideways Uni-Pivot Arm' bearing which outperforms traditional tone arms. The sideways uni-pivot bearing directly opposes stylus drag at a single point of contact, eliminating microscopic play in the time axis and avoiding the scrubbing and roll movements which can degrade the performance of conventional uni-pivots. The Blackbird's SUPA bearing delivers unprecedented performance.
* UK patent 2599073, international patents pending
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			Reactive Downforce

			Loud passages increase stylus drag, producing oscillating vertical torque on normal tone arms - the stylus can struggle to stay in good contact with the groove. The SUPA bearing pivots just below the record level so that bursts of stylus drag produce a slight downwards torque, just when it's needed.
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	That's how the Blackbird hugs the groove with tenacity during punchy dynamics. Torque-Reaction Assisted Contact (TRAC) plays the hottest grooves with less distortion.
		


		
			Perfect Timing

			The Blackbird is designed to resist the pull of the cartridge with unyielding rigidity on the microscopic scale. Only by maintaining a perfect position in the groove's time axis can a cartridge reproduce the true shape and explosive energy of a recorded signal. By directly opposing the oscillating drag forces from the cartridge, the SUPA bearing avoids scrubbing, chatter and the resulting time errors which can frustrate the retrieval of music.
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			Death Star Thrust Box

				Rigid frame
				
	Minimised inertia
				
	Low centre of gravity
				
	Paramagnetic
				
	Tough coating
			


		

	


	
		

		
			Universal SUPA

			The Blackbird is designed to be lightweight and stable, fitting almost any turntable including classics like Linn, Technics, Garrard, Rega and many more. It can be matched with high-compliance cartridges due to its low inertia, and it comes with a mass adaptor to keep low-compliance cartridges under control too, making it compatible with the broadest range of cartridges from Shures to Miyajima Monos.
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			Arm tube
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			The Blackbird's arm tube is made of two pultruded carbon-fibre tubes bonded together. The headshell area is reinforced with aluminium and the left tube is filled with a damping foam. The arm tube is clamped firmly to the thrust box with six M4 machine screws and captive steel nuts for high rigidity. The arm forms an exceptionally inflexible and dead structure with tennis-racquet-class strength-to-weight ratio.
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			Length & Geometry

			Due to its construction the Blackbird can be made in any length you desire. You may specify Stevenson geometry instead of the default Baerwald. Headshell slots are 7mm long to accommodate a range of cartridges. Prices for arms longer than 12 inches are available on request.
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			A protractor is included, making it easy to ensure accurate spindle-to-pivot distance, pivot-to-stylus distance, and offset.
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			Mounts

			Mounts are available for Rega, Technics, Linn, SME, Jelco, VPI and others. Custom mounts are available to order, price on request. The standard base is compatible with SME, Rega and Linn mounting boards, schemes which are widely used by other turntables makers, for example Pro-Ject and Brinkmann.
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			Inertia

			A nine-inch Blackbird has a base effective mass of roughly 10g. A mass adaptor is supplied for compatibility with cartridges which suit heavier arms. The range of compatible cartridges is extended by a ballast block which can be attached to the mass adaptor.
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			Wires

			The Blackbird is designed for maintenance and modification. If you have specific wiring requirements, the internal wiring is easily replaced. By default the internal wiring is 30/0.04mm silk-covered copper litz. If supplied, arm cables come with straight or right-angle DIN connectors as requested.
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			Finger Lifters

			The Blackbird comes with an additional rigid finger lift for those who do not wish to use the string finger lift.
			[image: ]
			However, the elegant simplicity of the tress of soft cord is recommended as it protects the cartridge from accidental downward pressure. With the tress you can ensure that the stylus has engaged with the groove at the beginning of the record before you let go, and you can grip it firmly at the end of a record before lifting the stylus out of the groove. Many skeptics have changed their minds after finding there is less stress with the tress. 
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			Manual

			More information about the Blackbird, how to install it, and how to configure it, is available in the printable PDF manuals for Blackbird and Blackbird Farpoint.
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			A printable quick set-up guide is also available for Blackbird and Blackbird Farpoint. 
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			Any Length or Geometry

				9 inches for Technics/Linn
				
	9.3 inches for Rega
				
	10 to 12 inches or longer
				
	Baerwald or Stevenson
				
	Custom geometries
				
	Custom mounts
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			Reviews

			
			
			A Tonearm Like No Other by Michael Fremer.
			

			
			
			Gy8 - Breaking The Sound Barrier by Roy Gregory,  Part 2 (listening) and Part 1 (design and mechanics)
			

			
			The Ear - Blackbird Lets The Vinyl Soar by Chris Beeching
			

			
			hifiaf.com was "blown away" in its Blackbird Installation and Review
			

			
			hifaf.com update review - "unquestionably the best tonearm I’ve ever heard" 
			

			
			TNT Audio - SUPATRAC Blackbird by Graeme Budd
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			Prices

				9 inch Blackbird	£2900
				
	10.5 inch Blackbird	£3200
				
	12 inch Blackbird	£3500
				
	Custom paint colour	+20%
				
	Custom length	+20%
			


			Prices without UK VAT

				9 inch Blackbird	£2416.67
				
	10.5 inch Blackbird	£2666.67
				
	12 inch Blackbird	£2916.67
				
	Custom paint colour	+20%
				
	Custom length	+20%
				
	Enquire for overseas shipping prices
			


			
			Prices for custom mounts and parts are available upon request.
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			How to order

			 If you are interested in buying a SUPATRAC product please contact a Supatrac dealer for demonstrations and ordering, or order direct from SUPATRAC. Lead times are updated at the beginning of the page.
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			Contact

			For more information please contact Supatrac:
			

			info@supatrac.com
			

			+44 77 04 50 20 20
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		Dealers


		Ana Mighty Sound
Paris, France
++33 6 51 10 76 64

		The Audio Salon
Santa Monica LA, USA
+1 310 863 0863

		The AudioWorks
Manchester, UK
+44 161 428 7887

		Brook Audio
Elland, UK
+44 1422 250 590

		Codell Audio
Montreal, Canada
+1 514 737 4531

		Cymbiosis
Leicester, UK
+44 1664 420 171

		Nirvana Sound
Melbourne, Australia
+61 300 988 366
			
		Reference Audio Systems
Auckland, New Zealand
+64 21 033 6456

		Sound Odyssey
Buggenhout, Belgium
+32 475 565055

		Hifi Studio Wittmann
Stuttgart, Germany
+49 711 69 67 74
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			Customer & Reviewer Praise

		

		
	
 




		
		

			All works including engineering drawings in this page are copyright Supatrac/Supasound 2020-2022 except for photographs used with permission.
		

	











